266                       Dogs and butchers.                [A.D. 1773.
over their heads, and envying them, petitioned Jupiter to be changed into birds. The skill, (continued he,) consists in makine them talk like little fishes.' While he indulged him-
o                                                                                                      t?
self in this fanciful reverie, he observed Johnson shaking his sides, and laughing. Upon which he smartly proceeded, ' Why, Dr. Johnson, this is not so easy as you seem to think; for if you were to make little fishes talk, they would talk like WHALES.'
Johnson, though remarkable for his great variety of composition, never exercised his talents in fable, except we allow his beautiful talel published in Mrs. Williams's Miscellanies* to be of that species. I have, however, found among his manuscript collections the following sketch of one:
' Glow-worm3 lying in the garden saw a candle in a neighbouring palace,—and complained of the littleness of his own light;— another observed—wait a little;—soon dark,—have outlasted TTO\\ \inany\ of these glaring lights which are only brighter as they haste to nothing.'
On Thursday, April 29,1 dined with him at General Ogle-thorpe's, where were Sir Joshua Reynolds, Mr. Langton, Dr, Goldsmith, and Mr. Thrale. I was very desirous to get Dr. Johnson absolutely fixed in his resolution to go with me to the Hebrides this year; and I told him that I had received a letter from Dr. Robertson the historian, upon the subject, with which he was much pleased; and now talked in such a manner of his long-intended tour, that I was satisfied he meant to fulfil his engagement.
The custom of eating dogs at Otaheite being mentioned, Goldsmith observed, that this was also a custom in China; that a dog-butcher is as common there as any other butcher; and that when he walks abroad all the dogs fall on him. JOHNSON. 'That is not owing to his killing dogs, Sir. I remember a butcher at Lichfield, whom a dog that was in
1 The Fountains.    Works, ix. 176.                        a See ante, ii. 29.
3 It has already been observed (ante, ii. 63), that one of his first Essays was a Latin Poem on a glow-worm ; but whether it be any where extant, has not been ascertained. MALONE.
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